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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, PE 

SUBJECT: PERU AS POSSIBLE FUTURE OPIUM SOURCE COUNTRY 
REF: STATE 173247 

1 . PERU DOES HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR BECOMING A FUTURE 
OPIUM SOURCE COUNTRY. AS REPORTED IN THE MISSION'S 
1976 NARCOTICS CONTROL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. PEASANTS 
IN THE INTERIOR OF PERU HAVE BEGUN TO PLANT OPIUM 
POPPIES IN VIRTUALLY INACCESSIBLE VALLEYS ON THE EASTERN 
SLOPE OF THE ANDES WHERE SOIL AND CLIMATE ARE SUITABLE. 
THIS PRODUCTION IS PRESUMABLY FOR EXPORT ACROSS THE 
BORDER TO ECUADOR AND OTHER POINTS NORTH. 

2. THE LEVEL OF PERUVIAN SOPHISTICATION IN MORPHINE 

AND HEROIN PROCESSING TECHNIQUES REMAINS VERY LOW, AND 
THE PRESENT VOLUME OF PRODUCTION APPEARS TO BE MINIMAL. 
IT IS ILLEGAL TO CULTIVATE OPIUM POPPIES IN PERU, 

AND THE PERUVIAN INVESTIGATIONS POLICE (PIP) DOES 
INCLUDE OPIUM IN ITS OVERALL SCHEME OF INTERDICTION 
EFFORTS. SEIZURES AVERAGE LESS THAN TWO KILOGRAMS OF 
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3. THE DIFFICULTY OF TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATION IN THE 
INTERIOR MAKES IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE WITH CURRENT 
PIP RESOURCES TO POLICE THE AREAS MOST LIKELY TO BE 
CULTIVATED. 
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